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News 

Florida citizens have a rare 

opportunity when they go 

to the polls this November 

2. 

Thanks to Lesley Blackner 

and other leaders of Florida 

Hometown Democracy, 

Amendment 4 will take the 

final say over major land 

use changes away from the 

developers and their politi-

cians.  If it passes, it will 

give the voters a veto over 

amendments to city and 

county comprehensive land 

use plans. 

A million Floridians signed 

petitions to put Amendment 

4 on the ballot, to rescue 

our state from the overde-

velopment which has 

brought us economic ruin 

as well as sprawl, traffic 

congestion and other ills. 

Take Back Control 
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Card      
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Control Growth Now has now marked 20 years of service to Sarasota 
County and its citizens.  Originally formed in 1989 as GEO, the Growth-
restraint and Environmental Organization, in 2003 our name was     
simplified to Control Growth Now. 

In the past two decades we have had a major impact on the growth and 
environmental policies of our community.   We led the way in defeating 
several bad referenda, from a $100 million tax hike and bond to build 
roads for developers to a blank check sales tax extension to Charter 
amendments to repeal limits on County borrowing and taxes.  We 
sponsored our own referendum on growth controls and although it did 
not pass it sparked much good community debate about the need for a 
better future.  For years we were largely responsible for keeping the      
I-75 barrier to eastern sprawl and when it was finally removed we had a 
major hand in shaping its limitations.  We strengthened and preserved 
the Countyôs neighborhood compatibility policies and succeeded in  
increasing impact fees to help make growth pay its own way.  We have 
fought back at least initial efforts to change concurrency standards that 
would allow developers to overcrowd our roads. 

Now, however, the challenges are greater than ever before.  The 
County Commission and its staff are now more sympathetic to overde-
velopment than they have ever been. It could be even worse after the 
next election.  Major public policy protections are at great risk. 

Now more than ever, Sarasota County needs Control Growth Now to       
balance the strong push by special interests for weaker and less      
effective controls on growth.  We need the support of our members and 
new members in our second 20 years, to protect and enhance       
Sarasota County as a desirable place in which to live and work, now 
and for generations yet to come. 

 President, Control Growth Now  

Presidentôs Message Control 
Growth Now 

News 
Is A Publication Of  

Control Growth Now  

 

P.O. Box 277  

Osprey, FL 34229 -0277 

(941) 364-8777 
(Mon-Fri 9 -5) 

 

Annual Membership Dues 

Are $20 Per Year 

Additional Contributions 
Are Very Welcome  

As Are Contributions To 

Control Growth Now 

PAC 

Control Growth Now-
Board of Directors  

Dan Lobeck - President  

Neil Bass - VP 

Tom PriceðTreasurer  

Herb Levine ðSecretary  

Greg Nowaski  
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County only has adopted an annual average of six 

Plan amendments over the past 20 years, or fewer 

than five per year over the past 29.  Our local cities 

have an annual average of two to four amendments 

per year.  Statewide, the average number is 4.2 per 

year for each city and county. 

The mini-Amendment 4 in St. Pete Beach did not 

cause economic ruin, as opponents allege. It could 

not possibly have done so because every single 

comprehensive plan placed on the ballot under that 

measure was approved by the voters. It was not 

repealed; it was just narrowed to matters of den-

sity, intensity and height when the City Commis-

sion persuaded the voters to do so.   

Whatôs caused economic ruin is the politicians  

giving away land use plan amendments to develop-

ers as if they were candy, in return for campaign 

contributions. By also requiring voter approval 

over amendments to that plan, the supply of con-

dos, houses, offices and stores may be brought bet-

ter in line with demand, increasing values and mar-

ketability for everyone. It will also act as a balance 

against the sprawl, traffic congestion and environ-

mental destruction which has come from develop-

ment out of control. 

The developers and their politicians are opposed to 

Amendment 4 because it would upset the trading 

of favors which has brought ruin to Floridaôs econ-

omy. They know that the economy will be         

improved if the voters have more control over 

overdevelopment, but that their own schemes to 

profit at the public expense will be hampered by 

requiring the citizens, not just the commissioners, 

to say yes. 

The opponents of Amendment 4 canôt win on the 

facts so they are resorting to untruths to scare the 

voters away from taking back control.  We need to 

seize this moment to vote ñyesò on Amendment 4 

when it appears on the ballot November 2 and to 

do what we can for the campaign to promote it. 

If approved by 60% of the voters, Amendment 4 

will require voter approval for any amendment of 

a city or county comprehensive land use plan af-

ter it is approved by the City or County Commis-

sion.  Such amendments very frequently increase 

densities and intensities at a developerôs request, 

beyond those allowed in the plan today. 

We very much need this control in Sarasota 

County, to provide the public with a final say 

over dangerous amendments to the comprehen-

sive plan being pushed by developers and by 

some commissioners and county staff.  They   

include measures to remove from the Sarasota 

2050 plan for eastern growth measures to protect 

the environment, require walkability and mixed 

use and make growth pay its own way, as well as 

changes to concurrency requirements to let     

developers overcrowd our roads. 

Developers and politicians who want to keep 

their exclusive power over major land use 

changes are spreading false accusations about the 

amendment. 

New, expensive special elections will not be re-

quired for each plan amendment.  Amendments 

may be held until the general election already 

scheduled every two years.  If a developer wants 

a special election, the developer can be required 

to pay for it. 

Votes will not be required for every small change 

in land use which comes along, such as rezon-

ings, special exceptions, variances and permits.   

Voter approval will not be required for Mrs. 

Jones to paint her house or for Mr. Smith to put 

in a swimming pool.  It will be required, how-

ever, for a big developer to amend the compre-

hensive plan to change his property from ranch-

land to an intense development, or to quadruple 

the density on land next to your home. 

It is not true that hundreds of Plan amendments 

will be put before the voters every year.  Sarasota 

Control Growth Now News  

 ð  Ctd. From p.1   Amendment 4 Gives Voters Control  
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Control Growth Now News  

   Attend  Control Growth Nowôs  

March 27 Annual Meeting and Luncheon  

Please fill out and return (with 

your check, as soon as possi-

ble) the enclosed form for 

membership renewal and for 

our March 27 luncheon meet-

ing.  The event will be at the 

newly renovated Bentleyôs 

Resort, formerly Osprey Inn. 

Letôs meet or beat the      

attendance of 100 at our last 

four luncheon meetings in 

2002 through 2008!  Call 

your friends and family and 

bring them with you! 

The menu features a choice of pan seared salmon filet with basil lemon butter, slow roast prime rib of 

beef with au jus, or vegetable risotto, all served with garden rice pilaf..  Salad, coffee, tea and water are 

included.  Special guest speaker is Lesley Blackner, president of Florida Hometown Democracy.  This 

is an event you will not want to miss!  Weôll see you there.  (Please note we must receive all reserva-

tions by 5 pm March 24, or earlier if possible). 

Check out our new and improved Web site, being completed as we go to 
press.  Join Control Growth Now, register for the luncheon, leave blog  

comments, read our articles and see our pictures and video, all online ! 

www.controlgrowthnow.com  

The Fox Guards The Henhouse 
Although weôve become too cynical to be much amazed about the political system, the case of 

State Senator Mike Bennett takes the cake. 

As a real estate developer, Senator Bennett is writing the laws that govern real estate developers.  

His agenda is clear:  Let developers do whatever they want, even if it harms the environment, over-

crowds our roads and raises our taxes. 

He sponsored a bill to prohibit local governments from limiting building heights, although he said 

he wasnôt serious when citizens became outraged.  Heôs against impact fees to make growth pay its 

own way and passed a bill making it easier for developers to challenge them.  He also made it   

easier for developers to destroy wetlands.  Heôs threatened the existence of the state growth management agency. And in 

2009, he passed SB 360, which effectively repealed the state law that said that developers could not overcrowd our roads, and 

got the Governor to sign it rather than face the wrath of Senator Bennettôs developer-funded campaign machine. 

Senator Bennett makes no secret about his aims.  At a forum last year he said, ñI have a problem telling a developer or     

property owner what he can do with his landò and ñI donôt like the term growth management because it suggests that growth 

creates problems that we have to manage.ò 

In 2010, however, Senator Bennett has promised no major growth management legislation because he says he doesnôt want to 

create a backlash that would help Amendment 4, which would give voters a veto over amendments to local growth plans.   

When you think about it, thatôs a  remarkable admission that while the developers may like his laws, the people donôt.    
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How about a $350,000 taxpayer     

subsidy of developers, with much 

more to come? 

How about funding that at a time 

when the County is cutting back     

library hours, law enforcement, parks 

and other public needs? 

How about putting it all together in a 

series of secret meetings between 

property owners and public officials in 

violation of the Sunshine Law? 

Well, all of that was approved by a 

vote of the County Commission, with-

out a public hearing, on February 10, 

2010. 

It has been temporarily stopped only because of 

the lawsuit by opponents of subsidies of major 

league baseball which were also put together in 

violation of the Sunshine Law, who discovered 

the deal called The Fruitville Initiative. 

The $350,000 is to pay for two-thirds of a half-

million dollar contract with a private planning 

firm to conduct a charette and draft a plan for the 

intense ñmixed useò development of six proper-

ties totaling 300 acres east of I-75 on Fruitville 

Road. 

The deal also includes a lowballed figure for the 

developers to buy ñflood plain compensationò 

from the County for their low-lying properties 

(that is the purchase of fill and other drainage 

measures).  Although an appraiser calculated a 

value of $14,000 to $20,000 per acre foot to the 

County, depending on location, the secret deal 

approved by the County sets the figure at only 

$15,000 throughout the 300 acres.  Additionally, 

the County agreed to use much of that money for 

ñshared infrastructureò that the property owners 

would normally fund themselves. 

Also on the table are 

ñconcurrency optionsò which 

may allow the developers to 

overcrowd the roads more than 

allowed today and other ñpublic-

privateò monetary contributions 

by the taxpayers. 

$132,000 of the funding is to be 

for a five-day charette in which 

the property owners and the 

planning firm would work     

together to put together a devel-

opment plan for the properties.  

All of the property owners 

would have to agree, as well as 

the County.  While others would 

be invited (Schroeder-Manatee 

Development has been men-

tioned as one), only the agreement of the property 

owners and the County are required, in the terms 

of the deal approved by the Commission. 

Forgotten in all of this of course is the time-

honored role of I-75 as a barrier to intense eastern 

development.  Of course, the County Commis-

sion abandoned that years ago in approving the 

Sarasota 2050 scheme. 

Whether the County moves forward to reconsider 

and again approve the Fruitville Initiative, as it 

did for the subsidies of the Baltimore Orioles, 

remains to be seen.  Word is that some of the 

property owners are getting nervous about the 

deal now that the Sunshine Law violations have 

been exposed and it is being subjected to greater 

public scrutiny. 

Maybe this is a good opportunity for our County 

Commissioners to truly reconsider and put tax-

payersô interests ahead of the developers.  We 

have better things to do with our dollars than to 

pay for the planning and infrastructure to turn 

east County farmland into even more overdevel-

opment at the public expense. 

The Fruitville Initiative: Subsidies In The Dark  
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Peter Katz is a danger to the public interest. 

He believes that developers should be allowed to greatly 

increase densities, intensities and building heights through-

out much of Sarasota County, maybe near you.  He has 

contempt for the idea of neighborhood compatibility.  He 

even wants to  change the rules to allow developers to over-

crowd our roads, and says thatôs OK because then  people 

will be forced to ride buses (even though buses get caught 

in traffic too).  He doesnôt care that the County has ap-

proved too much overdevelopment already.  He canôt get 

enough. 

Whatôs most amazing is that the Sarasota County Commis-

sion has empowered Peter Katz and other County staff with 

hundreds of thousands of your taxpayer dollars, to push this 

irresponsible agenda to enactment. 

Most recently, Peter Katz opened a public hearing of the 

County Commission on the Osprey Village plan amend-

ment with a long presentation on how wonderful it is to 

increase allowable building heights.  This just before many 

Osprey residents spoke against the height increase as     

incompatible with their neighborhoods.  The Commission-

ers, with the exception of Jon Thaxton, voted with the   

developer and his taxpayer-funded agent, Peter Katz. 

Peter Katz, however, has dreams (or to the rest of us who 

are not developers, nightmares) much bigger than one   

development.  He is pushing what he calls the ñMultiple 

Projects Strategyò, to allow developers to densify, intensify 

and overcrowd the roads at up to eleven locations around 

the County and to spend huge amounts of scarce taxpayer 

dollars to ñeducateò the public on why thatôs a good thing.   

Part of the push is to change the Countyôs comprehensive 

plan and regulations to gut ñconcurrencyò, the requirement 

that development be denied unless adequate roads are in 

place concurrent with, that is at the same time as, the     

impacts of the development.  This is now possible because 

State Senator and developer Mike Bennett got the 2009 

Florida Legislature to effectively repeal state concurrency 

laws, leaving it up to local governments. 

If Mr. Katzôs scheme is enacted it wonôt spur development 

any time soon, in the absence of a market or financing, but 

once the economy improves it will overwhelm us with 

overgrowth and once again fuel the boom-and-bust cycle 

which is at the heart of our current economic woes. 

The eleven locations proposed for intense development and 

traffic congestion, which they are calling ñhot spots that 

call for actionò, include Stickney Point and US 41, the  

Venice Bypass, Sarasota Square Mall, Fruitville east of I-

75, Pine Street and River Road and corridors along Bee 

Ridge, Swift, Lockwood Ridge, Clark and SR 776. 

The plan says that it would be a mistake to choose one site 

and then propose policy changes to intensify its develop-

ment because if you do that ñlocals assume defensive pos-

ture.ò  Instead, the proposal is to ñhover over multiple 

sitesò until the policies to allow more intensive develop-

ment are first adopted (before the ñlocalsò know what hit 

them, until itôs too late). 

Also, in anticipating opposition from neighborhoods and 

residents near these locations, the proposal calls for build-

ing support to ñbalance local pushback with regional con-

stituency for benefits.ò  Of course, those who benefit will 

mainly be big developers and those allied with them.   

The proposal calls for ñPromotion é that extra push that 

overcomes barriersò to the scheme.  The promotion in-

cludes media contacts, publications, brochures, newsletters, 

a website, a speaker program and meetings, including    

expensive ñcharettesò, all designed to ñeducateò the public 

and officials that overdevelopment and congestion are good 

for us.  At a County Commission workshop, Peter Katz 

even proposed (and weôre not making this up) that the 

County pay for 3D maps of his proposed plans, with 3D 

glasses, to give away at video stores throughout the 

County.  This is all to be guided by a new Task Force of 

supporters of the scheme. 

Making it clear that they want to accommodate developers 

rather than regulate them to control traffic impacts, ensure 

neighborhood compatibility and otherwise protect the   

public interest, the Multiple Projects Strategy calls for a 

focus on working with the developers and property owners 

at the chosen locations to ñtransition from a regulatory 

strongbox to a collaborative working relationship.ò 

Our public officials need to understand that overdevelop-

ment created our economic problems and that the solution 

is not more overdevelopment.  Thatôs like saying gluttony 

will cure obesity.   

Sarasota County Commissioners should put the public  

interest ahead of developersô interests and just say no to the 

Multiple Projects Strategy.   

While theyôre at it, they should let Mr. Katz return to the 

private sector so that developers can pay him for helping 

them out rather than the taxpayers.   

Heôs just too dangerous where he is. 

The Dangerous Mr. Katz  
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Baby Grands 

Get The Ax  

Sarasota County  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
dealt a death blow 
to the survival of 
baby grand trees  
by axing an ordi-
nance to protect 
them. The ordi-

nance had been drafted by a County committee 
and staff at the unanimous request of the County 
Commission.  It would have set limits on the       
removal of grand trees prior to their full maturity, by  
developers and others, requiring replacement 
where the removal was necessary for reasonable 
use of the property. 

That was, however, prior to an email campaign by 
local developer and campaign contributor Henry 
Rodriguez to other development bigwigs.  They 
flooded Commissioners with complaints and the 
Commissioners snapped like twigs in a storm.  
Rodriguez is the developer who argued for allowing 
developers to destroy more wetlands by arguing, 
ñMaybe the environment should be sacrificed for 
affordable housing.ò 

At the public hearing, a parade of advocates for 
developers took the podium to declare ñI love trees 
but éò.  In the end, despite pleas from Control 
Growth Now and other environmental leaders, all of 
the County Commissioners rejected the ordinance.  
Only Jon Thaxton was even willing to send it back 
to be considered further with developer input. 

Now the developers, flush with their victory, have 
their sites set on gutting present County protections 
for full grand trees.   

 

 

 

2050 Village  

De-Greened  

Rex Jensen knows how to 
throw his weight around.  When the Sarasota 
County Commission voted 3 to 2 to reject his   
requests to amend the comprehensive plan to cut 
greenway and greenbelt requirements for Schroe-
der-Manateeôs first Village development under 
Sarasota 2050, he met repeatedly with County 
Commissioner Carolyn Mason, at her office and 
at his site, and got her to switch her vote.  

She then called for a re-vote and he got his 
changes approved.  On the objection of Control 
Growth Now and others, however, the state 
growth management agency found the changes 
to be illegal.  Now the County is pulling back from 
some of them but still seeks to relax the green-
belts and expand a road through  the project.  
Also, Mr. Jensen still can seek to reduce the 
greenway at the site plan level, not subject to 
state review.  The site plan and rezoning for the 
huge development, east of I-75 and south of Uni-
versity Parkway, comes before the Planning 
Commission on March 18.  Rumor has it that Rex 
Jensen helped recruit the pro-developer candi-
date opposing County Commissioner Nora Pat-
terson, one of the two votes (with Jon Thaxton) 
against his plan changes. 

Traffic Jam Puzzles No One  

A February 23 Sarasota Herald-Tribune editorial 
could not understand why the roads on and to 
Lido, St. Armands and Longboat Keys were grid-
locked for miles.  Simple answer: More growth 
than our roads can handle.  Important lesson: 
Donôt let the politicians gut concurrency standards 
to let developers add even more traffic conges-
tion to our roads than is allowed today. 
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The Pleasure of  Your Company 
WouldBe Appreciated 

At The Twenty -First Anniversary  

Control Growth Now  Luncheon  
Saturday,  March 27 , 2010 

11:30 AM To 1:3 0 PM 

Bentleyôs Resort Hotel 

(formerly Osprey Inn)  
1660 South Tamiami Trail, Osprey  

(Just North of Oscar Scherer State Park)  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Featuring Lesley Blackner  

Reservations Required  - Not Later Than 5 pm March 24, 2010 

Please Fill Out And Return The Enclosed Card  

Or If  Late Call 364-8777 Or 955-5622 - $20 Each (Salmon, Prime Rib or Veg. Risotto) 

President of Florida Hometown Democracy  


